
AN ORDINANCE EST~LISHING MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR THE INSTALLATION OF WOOD/ . 
COAL BURNING STOVES AND APPLIANCES AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF CIUMNEYS, FIREPLACES, 
AND SMOKE PIPES WITHIN THE BOROUGH 0.F GORDON, REQUIRING n:R.r-U'l'S AND INSPEC'1'lONS;_ 
IN CONNECTION THEREWITH AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION ll£REOF. :· 

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GORDON AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION I. PERMITS: No owner, agent or tenant shall commence with . 
the installation of any chimney, fireplace, stove pipe, or wood coal burning 
stove or appliance unless first obtaining a permit from the Borough of Gordon. 
The fee for such permit shall be $10.00. Following completion of the installation 
and before placing the stove, appliance, chimney, or fireplace into use, permittee 
shall notify the Fire Chief, who shall forthwith inspect the installation to 
determine that it is in.co~pliance with the requirements of this Ordinance. If 
found to be in compliance with the O~dinance. the Fire Chief shall countersign · 
the permit and note the date of his inspection. If found to be in noncompliance, 
the Fire Chief shall notify the permittee, in writing of the nature of the non
compliance, and the stove, chimney. fireplace, or appliance sha;ll not be· placed 
into use until the condition -has been corrected and reinspected by the Fire Chief 
and the permit countersigned by him. 

SECTION II. INSTALLATION: All wood coal burning stoves or appliances 
shall be at least thirty-six (36) inches from all combustible materials. Where 
clearance is ;Less than thirty-six (36) inches bu more than eighteen (18) inches. 
the combustible surface shall be protected by one-quarter(~) inch asbestos mlll
board spaced one( ] ) inch or more from the combustible surface. Adequate space 
shall be provided to permit air circulation. If clearanc~ is less than eighteen 
(18) inches but more than twelve (12) inches, the combustible wall shall be 

·protected with a four (4) inch brick veneer wall extending two (2) feet above and 
two ('0 feet beyond each side. All other installation shall be as follows: 

A. All wood/coal burning stoves or appliances ~hat have circu
lating devices shall be at least twenty-four (24) inches from a combustible 
surface unless the appliance has a rating for lesser distance from combustible 
surface. 

B. If the distance of any circulating wood/coal burning stove or 
appliance is _twelve (12) inches to twenty-four (24) inches fr-0m the noncombustible 
surface, the-surface shall be protected by one-quarter(~) inch asbestos mill
board spaced one (1) inch or more from the walls with adequate one (1) inch 
spacing from the floor to permit air circulation be.tween wall and shield 

-1-



C. I _f the circulating wood/coal burning stove or .appliance is 
e/ght (8) inches to twelve {J2) inches from the noncombustible surfac~, the 
s~rface shaJ.-1 be protected by one-qt,1arter (¾) inch asbestos millboard ·covered 
w:,it:p .tw.en~y-_eight (~8) gauge metal spaced one (1) inch or more from the Wc\11 
and f _loor to permit air circulation, 

D. Noncombustible floor mal~rlal ahall t.•11.tcmJ at hH11H ~Jsht~~u 
{-,18) inches beyond the opening from which ashes are removed. and at least silt 
(,6) ;l.nches beyond the sides and rear. 

E. Where stove legs are at least eighteen (18) inches above a 
c.ombustible surface, a twenty-four (24) gauge sheet metal shall be used. 

< 

F. Where stove legs are between six (6) and eighteen {18) inches 
apov~ a combustible surface, a twenty-four (24) gauge sheet metal over one-quarier 
(~) iµch layer of asbestos millboard or other approved nonco~bustible material 
s}lall be used. 

G. Where stove legs are six (6) inches or less above a combustible 
sµrface, a four (4) inch hollow masonry pad should be laid or ah approved non
combustible surface of an inch thickness shall be used. 

• ·! 

StCTION .III. C~IMNEY CONNECTION: 

A, All stove pip~s shall be equal to or larger than the appliance 
flue connec;or. 

B. All co.nnector pipe shall be of a minimum of twenty-four {24) 
gauge black pipe or heavier. ·, . 

c. .All connector pip.e sha,11 rise from the stove toward the 
~himn~y at; le_ast; one-quarter (~) inch per foo.t or more. 

D. Crimped eQd 0£ chimney connector pipe shall point to.ward 
stov.e. ,\d,apters may ,be \JSed to permit crimped e~d to point toward stove. 

E. Sing~e wall conneotor ·pip~ shall not pass through th~ floo·r . 
or wall. However, when necessary, a connector m~y pass. through a wall · under 
~he fo.llowing cond.itions: 

I. · Where a ventilated type metal thimble is. used and is
G.welve (12) inches greater in diameter than the chimney connector. 

2. Where a metal or burned, fireclay thimble is. used and 
· t;.he t;hi~ble is surround=ed· on all sides by not less than eigh.t (8)· inches- of 
qrickwor~ or e·guivalent fireproofing material. 

· 3. When all combustible mater:ial is removed for a sufficient 
<t,istance to provide not less than eighteen (18) -inches clearance on all sid'es of 
~he connector. Any materials used to. close this opening must be noncombus tible 
insulating material 
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4. When the section of the ·connector pipe passing 
through the combustible materia_l is replaced; by a properly installed section 
of factory built insulated Class· A pipe for solid- fuels. 

. 5. All stove pipe shall be a minimum of eigh'teen (18) 
inches (rom a combustible s~rface. 

6. if stove pipe is twelve (12) tQ eighteen (18) inches 
from combustible surface, the surfac·e shall be cov_ered wj..th one:_quarter (lt;) 
inch asbestos- millboard spaced one (1) inch from the wall or ceiling used as a 
shieid·. 

7. If stove pipe is ; nine (9) to t,welve (12) inches from 
combustible surface, the surface shall be covered with one-quarter(½;) inch 
asbestos mill board · with a twenty-¢ight (28) gaug~ sheet metal spaced .one (1) 
irich from wall or ceiling. 

SECTION IV. CHIMNEYS AND FIREPLACES 

A. Except as herein provided, all chimneys in .every building 
hereafter erected and all chimney~ herafter altered or rebuilt shall be constructed 
of brick, stone, or reinforced concrete or UL listed-Class A chimney. No masonry 
chimneys shall have walls less than four (4) inches in thickenss and all chimneys 
'shall be lined on the inside with fire clay chimney tile set in Portland Cement 
mortar. The lining shall be continuous from the bottom o'f the flue to its extreme 
height. No chimney shall be corbeled out more than six (6) inches from a brick 
wall and such corbeling shall consist of not less than five courses of brick, 
unless the chimney requires special construction, and then any special constructed 
chimney shall not be corbeled out to such extent that the c.enter of gravity of the 
chimney would be located so as to endanger the structure. 

B. All chimneys shall project at least three (3) feet above the 
'.point of contact with a flat roof or two (2) feet above any roof surface withiq 
ten ( 1) feet horizont.ally o_f the chimney. Portfand eemcnt may be used in the 
construction of chimneys with the addition of not more than 10 percent by volume 

-·of hydrated lime. No. chimney in any building shall have wooded supports .of any 
kind. Supports ' shall be noncombustible and shall rest upon the ground or foun~a
tioll walls. Concrete footings under new chimneys shall be as hereinbefore 
specified for concrete ·footings under founda tion walls. All chimneys which are 
danger~us from any cause shall be repaired and made safe or taken down. 

C • . The fire-back of every fireplace he~eafter erected shall not be 
le_ss than eight {8) inches in thickness of solid brickwork, or air cell construction , 
nor less than twelve (12) inches of stone lined with fire prick. When a gra te 
is set in a fireplace, a lining of. fire brick at least two (2) inches in thickness 
shall be_ added to the fireback, or soapstone, fieclay, or cast iron may be used, 
if solidly backed with brick or concrete. All smoke pipes shall enter the chimn.ey 
through a flue thimble or its equivalent such that the construction shall make 
a ·f.ire tight joint with the chimney tile flue liner. · 
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' _- · -D. ,. Ml f.lu~ _'holeij w~en no,t ~n ·use siiaii be ei(jsed wi~h tight.-'fi'tt!rrg 

~tal cov~ts~- Jio 'Wodd~ri Dea!lfs or joists sliall be . i:daced ~itid.rt one U) inch fif 
the outside face of thE! cfr:imney or flue ·wiietlier the same he fo_r sriioke; ait c,r any 
ptiipose> ·excep"t · fc;f ltot air flues for heating ptitp()s~s • . flo wood 'lioik: s'haii l>i -wi-thiii 
fdur (4)- :Eti~h'es qf the_. b4ck t.>al1 o~ a'(l,j firep-iace _ except if_ a cfiimttey is buiit . 
s'tich tha-t tne thickrit!SS frblD the flue 1:ine is ~-t'c1tt (8) inehes or more. Neeess~ry 
wood ~otk nt.iy tie ; t,idccJ . agn trist the chi1nrtcy by uaina, n~'bcs t.os AR~etftrii b-ettJ·e~tt atid 
afqutt&. ·th~ wood iJt> placea ~itdet_ the opptoval c;f the Suiidirig 1nsp~cto·r. 

SEOTIOft . .V. PENAL?!: 

SEC'.l'ION Vl.. QENERA.L P.Jl0YlS10NS: 

, _ . : · 4~ . Vali.dUg ~ - 'the prQvisions of_ this ~rdinat'(c~. ate severable, _ 
add ·_if any prb~isibri h~t~of sha1~ be d~eiared _~rieonstitut!onai, illegal, or invalid, 
·s"ijt:.H cJ.~eisiofi ~HaU ntit ·af feet the -v,did:ity Cif any of th@ tema:i.rting ptovis:idfis ()~ 
t:fiis "ot<i:tn.in~e. · · . ' 

•· ,· ··: :, :rf. · $nprt. Title . ....:.- ~his Ordirtahc~ sitali h~ _knchffi attci may he 
c{tid--~s . tli~ ''Watid/et>:ii:1 lHfrnifig stov~ arid eiH.mrle~ 6taifta~~eu. 
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